IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace the Summary of Invention section on page 2, line 7 through page 3, 
line 3 with the following amended section: 

- In consideration of the foregoing, the object of the present invention is to 
provide an information processing method for use in a network system enabling unified efficient 
management of the commonly shared devic e s on the n e twork constantly by latest status 
information, and an information p r ocessing apparatus for executing such method. 

Th e above-mentioned object can be attained, according to the p r esent invention, 

by an information p r ocessing apparatus for use in a netwo r k syst e m including plu r al information 
processing apparatus connected to a commonly shared device which is usable from anothe r 
apparatus through the netwo r k, the information processing apparatus being featured in the 
following manner. The information of a shared device present in th e above-mentioned netwo r k 
system is managed by management means, and the information of the shar e d device in the 
management means is r enewed acco r ding to the r eceiv e d information of the shared device 
conn e cted to anothe r information processing apparatus. Also the information processing 
apparatus transmits the information of the shared device, connect e d to the own host apparatus, to 
othe r a pp aratus on the netwo r k system, information processing apparatus for managing a network 
system provided with a plurality of information processing apparatuses, each of which is 
connected to a plurality of shared devices that can be used bv at least one other information 
processing apparatus through the network system. The information processing apparatus 
includes: (1) management means for managing information of a first shared device managed by 
said information processing apparatus: (2) reception means for receiving, from another 
information processing apparatus, information of a second shared device used by the other 
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information processing apparatus, the received information including information of the second 
shared device comprising an updated status and a connected condition : (3) recognition means for 
recognizing which one of the first and second shared devices has been updated re garding its 
status, in accordance with the information received by said reception means: (4) r enewal means 
for updating the information on the status or a connected condition of the seco nd shared device in 
accordance with a recognition result made bv said recognition means: and (5) display means for 
displaying the information on the status or the connected condition of the second shared device 
updated by the renewal means and the information of the first shared device managed by the 
management means on a same screen of the display means. 

Another aspect of the present invention provides an information processing 
apparatus for communicating with at least one other information processing apparatus and a 
plurality of devices via a communication link, and managing a plurality of shared devices. The 
apparatus includes: (1) management means for managing information of a plu rality of shared 
devices first shared device managed by the information processing apparatus: (2) obtaining 
means for obtaining, from another information processing apparatus, information on a status or a 
connected condition of a second shared device managed bv the other information processing 
apparatus: (3) recognition means for recognizing which one of the first and second devices has 
been updated regarding its status or connected condition, in accordance with the information 
obtained bv the obtaining means: and (4) display means for displaying, on a display of the 
information processing apparatus, the information on the status or the connected condition of the 
second shared device, in accordance with a recognition result made bv the recognition means, 
and information on a status or a connected condition of the first shared device in accordance with 
the information managed bv the management means. — 
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